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Strategies for Answering Essay Questions

I. The main task is to answer the question. The key is to communicate your thoughts on the question.  Make your answers as thorough as possible.  
II. Use complete sentences in your response. Your response demonstrates knowledge.  Improper grammar, poor sentence construction, and other language problems impede communication. 

III. Use examples to illustrate your points.
Why is it important to understand how we make sense of situations and how we think about the social world?  Why is a social psychological perspective important in understanding people’s behaviors?
How does a type of Government affect culture and the individual?

How does city life affect culture, family, and the individual? How does city life affect the individual’s relationship with nature?  
Describe what is a profession and what is a hobby.  Is business a profession or a hobby?
Where does the word ‘hobby’ fit in as it relates to the self-esteem of an individual?
Describe what ‘Popular Culture’ means to you.  What kinds of effects does Popular Culture have on society and how does it continue to effect personal values and everyday life?
Describe how the issue of illegal immigration has changed since 9/11?  What differences do you see in the issue from before 9/11 to after 9/11?  Compare how the media has addressed the issue before 9/11 to after 9/11?
Does the Media do an average, above average or below average job in covering
the news?  Explain your reasoning.
What prevents lesser-known political parties from being able to make a bigger impact in politics?  Consider that anyone can start a movement, and there are thousands of millionaires.  Money may not be the issue.
If you were to start a new political party, what would your platform be?
Is religion a glorified cult?  Can capitalism and/or socialism become religions in

the future?  Explain.  
What is a social dilemma?  Discuss how social dilemmas can be resolved. 
Are school shootings the result of deranged individuals acting independently?  What might social psychology suggest about why school shootings occur and about how the problem might be addressed? 
Are spectator sports overemphasized in today’s culture?  Why do you feel the way you do?  
Should women be able to serve as part of the infantry (the front lines in warfare within the military)? Explain your reasoning and the effects on camaraderie.
Is parenting the toughest job?  Besides public and private education, what can parents do to enhance their daughter(s) and/or son(s) education?  Give specific examples.

Is ‘creating memories’ a part of family values?

What area of study are you interested in researching? Is this area of research 
linked to your work? What kinds of hypotheses can you think of that would follow within this line of study? What are the characteristics of a good theory?  How are theories a source of hypotheses?

